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How lovely is thy dwelling place
o Lord of Hosts!
My soul longs, yea, faints,
For the courts of the Lord;
My heart and flesh sing for joy
To the living God.

Even the sparrow finds a home
And the swallow a nest for herself
Where she may iay her young;
A t thy altars, 0 Lord of hosts,
My King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in thy house,
Ever singing thy praise!
It is a great privilege to be able to serve and worship God in such
wonderful surroundings. For centuries St. Mary's Church has
stood overlooking the town of Saffron Walden, witnessing to God's
presence and, through the magnificence of its structure, giving
glory to His holy name.

The Monogram of
the Blessed Virgin
The letters of the name 'Maria' are evident in this ancient symbol.
A crown was sometimes placed over the monogram by mediaeval
artists.

As well as being a witness and a place of worship, St. Mary's
serves the community in many other ways. It is open every day
for prayer and quiet for all those who need it, it is used for civic
occasions and concerts, and it also attracts thousands of visitors to
our town. Throughout its history, church members and the
people of the town have endeavoured to care for the building to
ensure that its beauty and glory will be enjoyed by future
generations. It is, therefore, fitting that this History and Guide is
being sold in aid of the 2000 Restoration Appeal.
I hope you will enjoy reading it as much as I have and that, like
me, you will be inspired to look afresh at the splendour that
surrounds us in the church. My sincere thanks to Ken Dixon and
Hamish Walker and all who have contributed to this book.

Duncan Green
Rector of Saffron Walden
January 2000
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EDITOR'S FOREWORD
First, a disclaimer: this booklet is meant for the congregation of
51. Marj's and for the interested vfsitor. It is not intended for the
serious student of church architecture or history and, as a
consequence, we have not cluttered up the text with references to
our sources - some of which anyway are the useful 'hearsay',
anathema to the true historian! The 'acknowledgements' at the
end list the principal SOUl ces used in preparing the work but
speciai tribute must be paid, and grateful thanks given, to the
Rev. Joy Russell-Smith both for original research and for careful
checking of facts in the book, particularly those relating to the
early years. Ken Dixon and I take full responsibility fer any
errors still remaining.
During my spell as Editor of the Parish Magazine from 1992 to
1997, I published many articles by Ken about aspects of the
architecture of the church or its history. I spoke to him,
therefore, to get his permission to republish those articles in
book form to satisfy many requests which I had had, when acting
as a guide to the church, for a book bringing together all the
different facts, theories and stories about the history of St.
Mary's - to find that he had already collected most of them
together, plus other information, in a dissertation he had
produced as an entry for the Mary Whiteman prize offered every
other year by the Town Library Society.
in the end what we now have is rnostly based on Ken's paper, with
additional material culled from other sources, linked in what we
hope is a helpful format for the non-specialist reader.
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The Saxon period
We know nothing of any churches in Walden before the Norman
Conquest but an earlier historian suggested that 'by AD 700 a
church - probably a small wooden structure - stood on the ridge'.
This is now thought unlikely however. A considerable Saxon
settlement was sited in the Slade valley to the south-west of the
town and the discovery in 1876 of a large Saxon cemetery on the
Gibson Estate with skeletons dating back to at least the 9th
century argues that there would probably have been a church,
almost certainly of wooden construction, in that area rather than
some distance away on the other side of the valley ....,hich was not
deveioped until the castle was built in the i 2th century.
The Norman period
Domesday Book (begun in 1085) does not record a church here
but this is true of many places in Domesday which probably did
have a church at that time. It is highly iikely that there wouid
have been a church of some sort on such an important manor as
this.
The earliest written reference to a church in Wa!den appears in
the foundation Charter of Walden Abbey (see below), dated
between 1139 and 1143. By this charter Geoffrey de Mandeville
(grandson of the Geoffrey who had come over with WilJiam the
Conqueror) gave to his foundation 'the church of Walden' (and
about eighteen others), 220 acres of land at Walden, and a mill.
Where 'the church of Walden' was sited is not recorded but the
castle on Bury Hill was probably built between 1125 and 1141
and would almost certainly have included a chapel within the
bailey, which at that time extended from the common to the other
side of the High Street. Whether this was 'the church of Walden'
or whether a Saxon church was referred to is not known but what
is certain is that when the Howard vault at the east end of the
present church was closed up in 1860, evidence of Norman
remains were discovered inside. It is worth remembering that
the castle itself fell into disrepair in about 1160.
7
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Walden Abbey
It may be of interest here to record briefly the history of the
Abbey. In 1136 (or thereabouts) Geoffrey de Mandeville
assembled the Bishops of London, Ely and Norwich down by the
Cam where the Slade flows into it and a cemetery there was
consecrated by them. 'William of Luffield' was recruited as the
first Prior and a handful of monks built a small dwelling and
formed et community dedicated to 'God, St. Mary and the blessed
.Apostle James'. They observed the Rule of St. Benedict.
'Reginald', the second Prior, was appointed in 1164 and was a
man of both ability and influence - he had previously served in
the royal government. By 1 190, when Richard I agreed to raise
the status of the monastery to that of Abbey, the revenues of the
monastery had been greatly increased and there were 26 monks.

fabric of the Abbey church and it was this church which was
consecrated on St. Mark's day in 1258, as recorded in the
Chronicles of Walden Abbey. At some point in the early 13th
century, when the outer defences of the castle had been
demolished, a new parish church was erected on Bury Hill. The
arcades of the present chancel and the arches to the north and
south chapels are 'Early English Gothic', the dominant style of the
12505. The carvings at the east end of the north aisle are
'Decorated Gothic', the style usually dated to the first half of the
14th century, although these carvings are later than this 
possibly even as late as the early 15th century. The chancel
arches and these carvings are the only parts of the earlier
mediaeval church still to be seen.

THE PRESENT CHURCH - the early years
As with many monasteries, however, life and wealth had declined
by the sixteenth century. In 1534 the community accepted the
supremacy of Henry VIII and it was closed in 1537. The
administration of the Abbey at the time of its surrender was in
the hands of William More, a steward of Lord Audley. (The last
monastic Abbot had disgraced himself by being secretly married
and, as a consequence, had been exiled!) William More became
Vicar of Walden, and later Bishop of Colchester, and the
remaining eight monks were pensioned off.
In 1538 the Abbey, all its property and its right to appoint a
Vicar at Walden were granted by Henry VIII to his Lord
Chancellor, Thomas Audley, as a reward for his work in pushing
through the necessary legislation for the dissolution of the
monasteries and other services for the King.
The early mediaeval church
Earlier histories, including the 1882 Saffron Walden Almanac,
held that the church was rebuilt between 1237 and 1258. This
appears to have been based on a misunderstanding. In 1237 an
'indulgence' (forerunner of today's 'faculty') was granted for, the
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During the 15th century many parish churches were being
rebuilt and Walden was no exception. By 1437 work on enlarging
the church had already begun and further stages, such as the
building of the south porch and the beginning of a south aisle, are
recorded in detail in the 15th century churchwardens' accounts.
In 1442, for example, the accounts show a payment of 3s 4d
(approximately 17p) "... for pargettynge of ... south end" as well
as "payments for cartloads of lime and for digging sand" and
"payments to Richard Croye, labourer, for the new work". In
1443 there is a payment for "ironwork for the window of glass at
the west end".
It is recorded in the Annals of John Stowe that on Candlemas Eve
in 1445 there was 'a great wethering of wind, hale, snow, rayne
and thunder with lightening whereby the churches of Baldock in
Hertfordshire, Walden in Essex and others were sorely shaken,
and in the same storm St. Paul's Cathedral was set on fire'.
The churchwardens' accounts show many payments for the
building works. For example, Richard Glasewryzte is paid for
helping the stonemason with scaffolding. For raising heavy stones
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to the top of the high walls a crane was used. In 1459 'timber for
the crane' cost 3s 4d (approximately 17p) and 'cords for tying
the crane' cost 3s. There is also a payment of 4d Gust under 2p)
for 'the carriage of the crane from the windmill to the church'.
The crane would have been worked by a treadmill.
In 1485 big architectural ideas were being planned and on June
24th the churchwardens went to Cambridge for a meeting with
Simon Clerk, master mason at Eton and King's College, Cambridge.
Also present was a young man named John Wastell. Although
Wastell's name is never found again in the (scanty)
documentation concerning the rebuilding of Saffron Walden
church, his presence at that meeting and the unlikely possibility
that the churchwardens would have entered into an agreement
with a master mason in his seventies without some assurance that
the work would be completed in the event of Clerk's death,
strongly suggest that Wastell was there to provide that assurance.
Clerk did in fact die in c. 1489 and Wastell, therefore, is always
credited with being the master mason responsible for the present
church.
The great stone nave is generally regarded as one of the finest
achievements of John Wastell, who also worked on the fan
vaulting of King's College Chapel, Cambridge, Great St. Mary's
church in that city and the Beil Harry Tower of Canterbury
Cathedral. He was also responsible for the retrochoirs of
Peterborough Cathedral and Ely Cathedral for which, it is said, he
practised his techniques on Saffron Walden church.
Between 1485 and 1490/91 the present south aisle was
completed and roofed but the nave arcade walls were not
commenced until 1497 when Wastell returned from his work at
Canterbury.
Unfortunately no record now exists of when the tower was built
but usually a tower was built first to allow for settlement before
the nave was attached to it. It seems likely that this was the case
at Saffron Walden for, as can be seen, the most westerly of
Wastell's nave arches are truncated to fit the space available. The
10
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magnificent nave columns with their decorated spandrels were
cleverly designed by Wastell to attract the maximum amount of
light. The nave was completed by about 1510. John Wastell
himself died in c. 1515 and no record has bee~ found indicating
who was responsible for completing the work but by about 1530
the church was finished, although Lord Audley carried out further
alterations to the south chapel before his death in 1544.
The interior
The first difference which the parishioner of today would have
noticed about the church in 1530 was a 'tabernacle' in the
chancel containing a very large image of the Virgin Mary. Not
only was the image itself very costly but it had to be repainted at
least three times - also at vast expense - before those who had
commissioned it were satisfied.
Another major difference in the building concerned the altars.
There were at least six, dedicated respectively to St. Nicholas,
Our Lady (St. Mary), St. Catherine, the Trinity, the Rood and the
Holy Cross, in addition, of course, to the High Altar itself. Some
sources also indicate altars dedicated to St. George and St. Mary
Magdalen. It may well have been that these altars were also in the
previous church: mediaeval churches usualiy had many altars.
Certainly the Trinity altar was mentioned in the churchwardens'
accounts for 1457. Two of these altars would have been in the
north and south chapels and the others probably at the eastern end
of the two aisles where bays are clearly to be seen today.
In addition to the chapels and altars today's visitor would have
marvelled at the stained glass and the general sumptuousness of
the furnishings and fittings. The citizens were proud of their
church and provided pictures, carpets, candlesticks in silver and
gold, vestments, gold and silver plate etc. The Saffron Walden
Year Book for 1909 evokes something of the glory of the new
church: 'It is altogether beyond us to conceive the appearance of
this noble interior when, with its windows, those walls of glass
glowing in glorious colour with the pictured legends of the saints,
and adorned with statues and paintings, it looked down upon the
elaborate ceremonial of gorgeously vestured priests, on the
11
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prostrated congregation on the rush strewn floor, and on the rich
altar vessels gleaming through the censer smoke. '
(It is unlikely, incidentally, that the congregation actually
'prostrated' themselves.
Frequent genuflections, yes;
prostrations, no.)
As we shall see, however, these adornments did not, alas, survive
for very long.
Why was it built on such a scale?
In the first place, as already mentioned, it was a time of church
building. Many of the most splendid parish churches of the Middle
Ages date from the later part of the fifteenth century': Stoke by
Clare and Long Melford, to name but two relatively local
churches, date from this period, and Thaxted church, although
begun in the mid fourteenth century, was not finished until
around 1510. Could there, perhaps, have been some local rivalry
here? There certainly was three centuries later when Saffron
Walden added a spire to the church and made certain that it was
some twelve feet higher than that of Thaxted! It has always been
Saffron Walden people's proud boast that theirs is the largest
parish church in Essex.

There 'vvas also an intense and united religious feeling, probably
coupled with a feeling of emulation, stimulated by the growth of
richly endowed guilds. Religious and secular life in those days
were closely intertwined and the church was the centre of
everyday life.
Church ales (sometimes brewed by the
churchwardens) were on sale there and scales were available for
other transactions.
Where did the money come from?
In the early 16th century Walden was a Wool Staple town whose
output, taken together with the not inconsiderable profits from
the saffron trade - used not only in cooking as today but also as a
medicament and, most importantly, as a dye for the wool- meant
that the town and its citizens were very prosperous. The
churchwardens' accounts as early as 1439 show collections from
12
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many different people in the town. In 1442 there were further
collections and, some forty years later, Henry VII is recorded as
having given oak trees from Chesterford Park for the church.
A number of wealthy individuals lived locally and contributed
generously to the building but a large part of the money was
raised by the efforts of John Leche, who was Vicar of Walden from
1489 to 1521, and his sister Jane (Johane) who married Thomas
Bradbury, the Master of the Mercers Company in the City of
London and Lord Mayor of London from 1509 until his death early
the following year. Her name lives on in Saffron Walden, of
course, in the title of Dame Bradbury's School in Ashdon Road.
These two, together with four other notable citizens of the town,
created the Guild of the Holy Trinity whose history and purposes
are set out in Appendix 7. it was chiefly through the work of this
Guild that the building of the church was carried through to its
successful conclusion.

1530 to 1600
Following Henry VIII's break with Rome in 1534, and his death in
1547, the character of the church changed steadily. In 1536/37
the number of Saints Days was drastically reduced; in 1547 the
clergy were ordered to destroy images, and the 'buming of lights'
anywhere, except for two candles on the altar, was forbidden.
As we have already seen, Waiden Abbey was closed in 1537
following the dissolution of the monasteries and, in 1553, special
Commissions were appointed to schedule the possessions of all
Parish Churches. St. Mary's did not escape and everything in the
church was confiscated except for one cope, one chalice and patten
and a cover for the 'communion table' which were handed back to
the churchwardens 'for the ministration of devyne service'. In
addition the Commissioners returned to the churchwardens 'a
little rounde box to carry the Sacrament in with a purse to putt it
in'. This is believed to be the only instance known where the
Commissioners allowed any provision for reserving the
13
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sacrament for the sick. One other item was allowed to remain: 'a
eg/e or lectorn of fatten' (an early form of brass).
In the early days of the reign of Elizabeth I (1558-1603)
therefore, the church looked very different from how it had
appeared in 1530. Gone were all the side altars, gone were the
statues from their niches, the paintings of the saints on the side
walls had been whitewashed over and even the High Altar had been
replaced by a plain wooden communion table. The rood beam had
been sawn off flush with the walls (the evidence remains to this
day) and some kind of pews or seats were provided.

1600 to 1750
We now have a fully 'Reformed Catholic' church.
The
churchwardens' accounts no longer contain references to
purchases of candles, or to the Easter ceremonies. lists were
drawn up of 'recusants' - parishioners (ie. Catholics) who
refused to attend church. There was considerable controversy
about the administration of communion at the altar rail. One
woman refused because she was a weak woman and the communion
table was situated on 'lofty and bleak stairs'!
Walden was firmly in 'roundhead' country during the Civil War
(1642-51) and in the years leading up to it. There is an entry
in the churchwardens' accounts in August 1640: 'to George Hull
for work to make the dores fast when the soldiers that laye in the
towne did attempt to break into the church'.
But these were
pressed men of the King's army raised to fight the Scots. In 1643
we read: 'to Achell She/ford for takeing downe the Crosses and ye
Images in the church'. In that year the church had a narrow
escape: the Puritan General Dowsing was appointed
'Parliamentary Visitor for Cambs. and Suffolk'. He visited
churches in those areas, including Ickleton, Duxford, linton and
Haverhill and destroyed 'angels, altars, communion tables,
14

chancel steps and superstitious pictures' but presumably his
writ did not run in Essex and St. Mary's was left alone.
In 1647 General Fairfax marched from Nottingham for London
and halted at Saffron Walden where he made his headquarters,
probably in the Sun Inn on Market Hill. The church was used for
meetings of the troops including those with OliverCromwel1. It is
possible that whatever remained of the fine stained glass in the
church, following the activities of the Elizabethan zealots, was
destroyed at that time. Certainly there is only one small piece of
original stained glass still remaining and that, it is said, because
it was away being restored at the time!
But we aie moving away from our history of the church building.
One subject, then as now, dominated the churchwardens' accounts:
the fabric. In 1628 'three tonnes of stone' were purchased from
Cambridge and there were payments to masons. In 1633 there
was payment for 'worke done about the roof of the south side of
the church' (shades of the 199912000 restoration appeal!).
The roof was in such a bad way, indeed, that birds were entering
the church. in i 646 or thereabouts John Gamage was paid 25
(10p) 'for shouting the birds in the church'. In 1699 John Wyat
was paid 10s (SOp) 'for killing the dovelings in the church'. And
foxes in the church had to be destroyed in 1699 and 1707.
The accounts also show sums received from time to time when a
'church rate' was levied on the townsfolk - partly for repairs
needed to the fabric:

7628 Received of a rate towards the repair of the church
7634 Money gathered by a rate
7655 Received by the church rate
and soon.

£55 72s 70d
£33 5s 4d
£567s 70d

But difficulties arose, even in those days, over the collection of
these rates: 'At a Parish Meeting severall disputes arose in
relation to ye repairs of ye Parish Church of Wa/den aforesaid ..,
and the obstanticy (sic) of several parishioners in not paying
15
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them by means one third of those rates were never gathered so
that ye persons that did pay were oppressed',
The problem was solved by 'what money should be exspended ...
towards the repairs of the church shall be paid by the Overseers
out of the Poor Rate of the Parish'.

A church court also imposed fines on offenders:
7629/30
Taken of Michael Nott .... being taken at play in
Divine Service
7637
Received of Widow Archer for her sonne being
taken at cards in Devyne Servyce

1750 to 1850
Just as in 1445, so in July 1769 there was 'a great wethering of
wind ... ' and St. Mary's was struck by lightning and seriously
damaged. Initially it was believed that repairs would cost about
£200 - even that being Cl substantial sum to find - but it soon
became obvious that in fact the damage was much more severe. It
proved impossible at that time to raise the sort of money required
and in 1779 the Patron, Sir John Griffin Griffin, drawing
attention to the condition of the church, suggested that a
subscription list be started. Nothing came of this, however. (Sir
John was granted the barony of Waiden [4th Lord Howaid de
Walden] in 1784 and was created 15t Lord Braybrooke in 1788.)
In May 1790 the Bishop of London came down for a confirmation
and expressed astonishment at the courage of the people of Walden
in assembling in so dilapidated a building and it was temporarily
closed, the services being held at Littlebury. The churchwardens
called a meeting of the town's inhabitants to consider a report
from a London architect, Mr. Brettingham, who suggested re
roofing with Westmoreland slate rather than repairing the
existing roof with lead 'by which a considerable saving would be
made'.
16
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This was agreed, Mr. Brettingham was appointed as the architect,
and the estimated cost was £3,855. (The final cost, however, was
nearer £8,000!) Although Lord Howard expressed willingness to
help financially he was not prepared to meet the whole cost and
other methods had to be found. An Act of Parliament (the Saffron
Walden Church Act, 6th June 1791) authorised loans in the form
of bonds, bearing interest of 4%, to be issued up to a total of
£4,000 to be repaid out of the rates, and two Briefs were issued
which raised, respectively, £250 and £160.
These ecclesiastical Briefs involved the circulation of an appeal,
authorised by the Lord Chancellor, to all places of worship in
other parishes. St. Mary's had in the past contributed to such
Briefs from other parishes, for instance:

£2 74s Bd
76B9 collected for ye sufferers by fire at Bungay
1690 collected for ye sufferers by fire at Bishop Lavington,
Wilts
14s Bd
The remainder of the money was raised by gifts, notably from
Lord Howard and his wife.
The rebuilding was dogged by disputes between the architect and
the builder, Mr. Richard Dyche of Stretford, who proved to be a
very inferior worker and in the end he was dismissed and another
builder appointed.
In January 1791 a Church Rate of 1s 6d (7.5p) in the pound was
made to enable the work to be started and early in 1792 the north
aisle was shut off and fitted up for the continuance of services at a
cost of £60 for which a 3d (1.5p) rate was levied. (Much later
the partition was taken down and used for making new pews.)
The bUilding was saved but the restoration as a whole was not a
success - indeed it was said that it destroyed more than it
preserved. Such stained glass as Cromwell's troops and the 1769
storm had left intact was removed together with all the remaining
mediaeval carvings and monuments. A large number of brasses
were sold for scrap - the small number that survive on the north
17
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wall were taken to Audley End House as souvenirs and were
restored to the church in 1901 - and many of the ledger stones
which paved the church were removed to the west end of the nave.

for the clergy. In 1824, behind and on either side of the High
Altar, the Ten Commandments. the Lord's Prayer and the Apostles'
Creed were indited.

One or two additions to the church at this time are worthy of note.
The first, a pew loft for the Howard family where the organ loft is
today, has long since gone although a model of it can be seen
outside the chapel at Audiey End House. It is alleged that there was
a fireplace in the loft and when Lady Howard had had enough of the
sermon, she would poke the fire vigorously as a sign that the
vicar shouid wind up his address!

But the big event of the 1830s was the building of the spire. In
1530 the tower was just that - a tower. Some years before 1700
the wooden-framed lead-covered' lantern', which appears in the
1780 print and which was used by Henry Winstanley for his
experiments for the Eddystone iighthouse (built between 1696
and 1699 and destroyed, together with its designer, in Cl storm in
1703), was erected.

A second addition to the church is still very much with us

In 1831 it was decided to build a spire, the funds for which were
raised by a charge on the rates and by local subscription. There
is a well-known story of the vicar soiiciting a contribution from
Wyatt George Gibson, a prominent Walden personality and
benefactor, who was also a Quaker. 'What!' he replied, 'Ask a
good Quaker to subscribe to a church house spire? I'll do no such
thing'. Then, after a pause, 'But !'1I tell thee what a good Quaker
can do - he can give thee £300 towards pulling the old one down!'

however: the painting r1mv acting as reredos in the north chapel
which was given to the church by Lord Braybrooke in 1793. At
that time it formed the reredos to the High Altar in the main
sanctuary where there was no east window. Lord Howard also
presented some valuable plate to the church. His major
contributions to the restoration are acknowledged in the tablet
above the door to the south porch (see page 33).
It is reported that 'a cumbrous gallery' was also erected in the
north aisle. This was removed in i 860.
Although the '1 790 restoration' was complete by the end of the
century, inevitably fabric repairs continued to be necessary in
the following years - in 1822 and 1824, for instance, numerous
repairs were required. In 1820 railings were installed around
the churchyard, along with 29 oak posts. In 1823 entrance gates
were added to the south side and about this time a house located on
the east side of the church was purchased and pulled down to
provide more churchyard space for burials.
In 1822/3 also the gallery at the west end was enlarged to
accommodate a new organ built by John Vincent. Some parts of
this original instrument are still to be found in today's organ.
At the same time a clock, by Thwaites and Reed, was installed in
the tower. New pews were erected in the south aisle and,
probably in 1823, the north porch was converted into a vestry
18
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The architect for the spire was another Quaker - Thomas
Rickman, best known for his work on the New Court of St. john's
College, Cambridge. Throughout his early years as a grocer's
apprentice in Saffron Walden, in an insurance office and as a
doctor, Rickman developed a taste for drawing and a passionate
interest in mediaevai archaeology. It was he who popUlarised the
now accepted terminology for mediaeval architectural styles 
Early English, Perpendicular, Gothic etc.

1850 to 2000
The church in 1850 has been described as follows:
'... a cold uncomfortable place of worship - no warming
apparatus, high pews, slanting pew galleries ... and a small
gallery at the west end. Lord Braybrooke's pew was in the middle
of the chancel arch and was popularly known as 'the Opera Box'.
The pulpit, a three-decker, with a sounding board on it [this top
19
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now forms the table outside the choir vestry in the south porch],
stood halfway down the nave on the left. Half the congregation
faced east, the other half west. In front of the pulpit stood a large
square pew for the Corporation, the Mayor's chair being raised a
little and facing the pulpit'.
All this was to change in 1860, however, when a further major
restoration took place during which the church services were
held in what is now the museum. The high 'box' pews were
removed and replaced by chairs, (the present low pews were
gradually introduced around 1885), the tower arch, which had
been blocked up for many years, was opened up and, in the
chancel, a new reredos was built and the present east window
installed (see page 39).
As part of the 1860 restoration the Howard Vault beneath the
High Altar was blocked in. This vault contains the coffins of the
ten Earls of Suffolk who owned the Audley End Estate and those of
Lord Howard de Walden and his two wives. Partly under the south
porch and partly under the south aisle is a vaulted crypt used as a
charnel house until the 1860 restoration works. It is now used
as a be i!er house and genera! storage area. The font was removed
from the north chapei to the west end of the nave. (It was moved
to its present position in the 1930s.)
During the Victorian period much of the present stained glass was
installed. Opinions differ as to its quality. One writer describes
the period as 'a time when the art of glass painting was at a very
low ebb'! Others enthuse over the quality of, particularly, the
east window (1862) and that at the west end under the tower
(1868). Truly beauty is in the eye of the beholder!

In 1932 a severe infestation of wood beetle was discovered in all
parts of the roof and was the subject of one of the periodic public
appeals which the church has to make from time to time. In
contrast, the cost of further re-roofing works in 1959 was met
from accumulated church funds. The lead covering was removed
and copper sheeting fixed instead (which, in its turn, on the south
side of the church, is the subject of the 2000 restoration). More
seriously, one ridge beam, some fifteen inches square, was
discovered to have been eaten away for thirteen and a half inches!
If another eighteen months delay to repairs had occurred, it was
reckoned that the roof of the nave would have collapsed.
Over the following ten years other essential repairs of the
stonework generally and of the pinnacles and parapets of the north
and south aisles in particular were carried out but, in 1970, it
was realised that major restoration of the stonework was
necessary. The square iron bands around the c1erestory (thought
to have been put in in the 1790 restoration) had become loose and
rusty. The walls of the nave clerestory were bulging outwards
and to contain this, concrete tie beams were installed along the
tops of the walls, suitably anchored to other tie beams in the roof.
Reinforcement of the stonework was carried out in stainless steel.
Work on the spire began in November 1973. The upper part was
stabilised with the construction of two concrete cruciforms to
replace the previous wooden ones and a very great amount of
decayed stonework was cut out and replaced. The cost of this \vork
was in the region of £300,000 of which £ 100,000 was received
from the Department of the Environment. The remainder was
raised by a very hard-working Appeal Committee headed by Lord
Braybrooke's son Robin - the present Lord Braybrooke.

For many years the south chapel had been reserved for private
prayer for members of the Braybrooke family but in 1916 Lord
Braybroooke allowed the choir to use it as their vestry and the
south chapel thereafter became public property. In 1924 the
lower half of the present rood screen was erected, the figures
above being added in 1951.

In 2000 the covering of the roofs of the south aisle and south
chapel is to be renewed (in lead) and various restoration works to
some of the windows - notably those at the west end of the north
aisle and at the east end of the south chapel - are to be undertaken.
A public appeal for £200,000 has been launched.
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